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when she was about to succumb, England called the
other nations to consult together, whereupon Russia
promptly called off her forces. If Turkey had per-
sisted in isolation such as yours, she would have be-
come the prey of Russia. Belgium and Denmark,
two small States in Europe, have made treaties with
all the Powers: therefore, no one dares to oppress
or injure them. Have we not here an example of the
best remedy of weakness against force ? "
Against the menace of Japan, and with an eye also
on Russia, Li advises therefore the making of Treaties
of Commerce with England, France, Germany, and
the United States (" far-distant countries, whose only
object would be to trade with your kingdom"),
the establishment of a Customs tariff, and the sending
of Korean Ministers abroad. The letter then concludes :
" The nations of the West have taken advantage of
our misfortunes to impose their will upon us by force.
The argument they used in the making of their
treaties was armed men ; thus, as you are aware,
the execution of their treaties has become a source
of continual difficulties. Now, if your Government
were to take the initiative of its own free will and
before they resort to violence, the Western Powers
would be so surprised that they could hardly be
exacting. By this method of procedure your country
would be able to maintain, without affording them
pretext for protest, its prohibition against the sale
of opium, the preaching of the Christian religion,
and other corrupting influences. . . . Since you are
aware of the strength of your adversaries, use all
possible means to divide them ; go warily, use cun-
ning—thus will you prove yourselves good strate-
gists."
It was the strategy which Li himself consistently
practised in the wider arena of Peking.

